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A few of my other colleagues had in-

tended to join us this evening, but I 
know we have a tradition here in the 
House that I am becoming aware of 
with the baseball game that’s going on 
between the Democrats and the Repub-
licans. And I think as they attend to 
that—and that’s a great tradition, and 
I applaud my colleagues for taking the 
time to continue on in that tradition— 
I know I have got another Member po-
tentially coming down here, I have 
been given word. 

I don’t stand on these issues alone. I 
don’t stand with these comments in a 
vacuum. I don’t stand here today as 
one man in 435 Members of Congress 
who believes in what I am articulating. 
There is an army of people in Wash-
ington who are standing with me and 
with whom I am standing who believe 
the same way: that it is time to get our 
fiscal house in order, that it is time to 
advance an agenda out of Washington, 
D.C., that once and for all shows a firm 
commitment to the private sector and 
reins in government so that govern-
ment does not kill the private sector 
and the dreams of all the Americans 
that are yet to come. 

So I am looking forward to con-
tinuing this debate and moving forward 
on the issues that we have talked 
about. And as we deal with these 
issues, I do it mindful of the situation 
that we face on a day-to-day basis of 
the politics of Washington, D.C. But I 
will tell you, even though I am aware 
of those politics, the issues that we are 
talking about today—the issues that 
we are facing—transcend politics. 

I was pleased today that I was able to 
get an amendment offered on the floor 
in some of the debates in our appro-
priations process where I reached 
across the aisle, to a colleague of mine 
from Buffalo from the other side, and 
we legislated. We adopted policy. We 
adopted an amendment to that appro-
priations bill that I think is going to 
be good for America. And it showed I 
think in that instance to me, and I 
hope to many others, that we can work 
together, that we can work together in 
a bipartisan fashion to tackle the 
issues that are facing America such as 
that which we took care of today be-
tween Mr. HIGGINS and myself. And 
that philosophy is alive and well. 

I know the press likes to gin up head-
lines based on the partisan debate that 
we often have here in the Chamber, and 
they try to paint us all as we are in one 
camp on the Republican side and they 
are in the other camp on the Demo-
cratic side. I can tell you, in living it 
day to day, that truly is not the case. 
There are many good people on both 
sides of the aisle that are more than 
willing to sit down and talk to each 
other and try to work out these issues. 

But a lot of times that rhetoric, 
those headlines, cause us to act in 
ways that are extremely divisive and 
kill that bipartisan effort and support 
that we should be nurturing and pro-
moting. That’s why, today, I was 
pleased to see the results of that effort 

on our behalf and on Mr. HIGGINS’ be-
half to pass that legislation. 

So I am going to continue along 
those avenues. I am going to call out 
and hold people accountable for their 
positions. There’s nothing wrong with 
that. There’s nothing wrong with hav-
ing a good, old-fashioned, honest de-
bate and passionately disagreeing with 
people with different philosophies so 
long as you do it in an honest and re-
spectful manner. 

I work day to day whenever I get into 
a disagreement with some of my col-
leagues and also Members from the 
other side of the aisle, and I always 
start with the premise, okay, where are 
you coming from? Why do you believe 
you are right? And I try to look at it 
truly from the eyes of the people that 
have the contrary opinion. Many times 
that has opened up my eyes and al-
lowed me to learn from that exchange 
and strengthen my position, maybe 
cause my position to bend a little bit 
or, as I learn and grow, to maybe 
change those positions. But I can tell 
you that we should always start by 
having that conversation. 

I have seen where a lot of times peo-
ple don’t want to do that. They don’t 
want to really take the effort, or make 
the effort, or take the time to really 
try to look at it through the eyes of 
the other person, understand where 
they’re coming from and what their 
philosophy is really all about. I think 
if we at least do that, if we at least 
promise to each other that we’re will-
ing to do that, this Chamber would 
work tremendously much better as a 
body, as a whole. My colleagues in the 
Senate would also be working in a 
much better fashion. And as we work 
with the White House and with the 
President of the United States, we 
could also develop that type of rela-
tionship. 

So I encourage all my colleagues and 
all my friends to continue with that ef-
fort, as I pledge here today to do. As we 
go forward, I guess I will keep that in 
heart, and I will continue to do my 
part in that effort. 

As I started this conversation to-
night, ladies and gentlemen of America 
and Mr. Speaker, this is about jobs. 
This is about adopting a philosophy, a 
new culture in America that recognizes 
that the private sector is that engine 
that’s going to be the spark of this eco-
nomic recovery, and we need to focus 
on that. We need to expand on our op-
portunities that are right before us 
with these free trade agreements when 
you talk about South Korea, Colombia, 
and Panama. 

I would ask all my colleagues to al-
ways focus on getting Americans back 
to work because, if we do that, we will 
have a recovery, and we will address 
much of this budget deficit problem be-
cause of the increased revenue that 
will come from that expansion of get-
ting people back to work and getting 
that economy going; and we will have a 
much better world upon which to legis-
late going forward. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. ELLISON (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 58 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, July 15, 2011, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

2458. A letter from the Chief, Planning & 
Regulatory Branch, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s 
‘‘Major’’ final rule—National School Lunch 
Program: School Food Service Account Rev-
enue Amendments Related to the Healthy, 
Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (RIN: 0584- 
AE11) received July 6, 2011, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

2459. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Employee Benefits Security Administration, 
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Group Health Plans 
and Health Insurance Insurers: Rules Relat-
ing to Internal Claims and Appeals and Ex-
ternal Review Processes (RIN: 1210-AB45) re-
ceived June 24, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

2460. A letter from the Deputy Director, Di-
rectorate of Standards and Guidance, OSHA, 
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Standards Improve-
ment Project-Phase III [Docket No.: OSHA- 
2006-0049] (RIN: 1218-AC19) received June 22, 
2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

2461. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule—National Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Program: Revisions to the Vaccine 
Injury Table (RIN: 0906-AA74) received June 
23, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

2462. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Regulations Policy and Management Staff, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule— 
Medical Devices; Exception From General 
Requirements for Informed Consent [Docket 
No.: FDA-2003-N-0212] (formerly Docket No.: 
2003N-0355) received June 23, 2011, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

2463. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Illi-
nois; Indiana; Michigan; Minnesota; Ohio; 
Wisconsin; Infrastructure SIP Requirements 
for the 1997 8-Hour Ozone and PM2.5 National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards [EPA-R05- 
OAR-2007-1179; FRL-9436-7] received July 11, 
2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 
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